This paper studies the different positions and the polarization among Slovak political elites due to the European migration crisis and the Union´s migration policy. The inability of collective action at the supranational level is first grounded at the national level. From this basis, the authors differentiate the various standpoints of the selected political leaders and parties towards the current migration wave. Based on this cleavage, we seek to demonstrate
INTRODUCTION
Following the massive refugee influx from Syria, Africa, Afghanistan, Iraq and other countries across the Mediterranean Sea who seek shelter and asylum in the European Union, the political leaders of the European Union (EU) continued to struggle to reach a consensus on how to cope with the new situation and refugees' resettlement. This issue reached its peak during the summer months of 2015 where there was a visible interest by political leaders both on the national and international level to resolve the migration crisis. Nowadays, the stability and integrity of the EU is being tested, questioned mostly from the different positions of the nation states as well as by the EU political leadership. Additionally, political elites are also polarized at the national level. This article presents the case study of Slovakia to demonstrate the different positions and attitudes of parties and their leaders toward the migration crisis. The political polarization and inability of collective action has also helped to account for some of the negative outcomes of the crisis, namely, the rise of nationalism and extremism in particular member states, economic recession and stagnation, the fear of terrorism, and limitations or failures of essential EU politics such as Common Foreign and Security Policy or the Schengen Agreement. We can also observe the crisis of fundamental values which have essential meaning to EU. 1 In this article we discuss the problems of the migration crisis that escalated from 2014 through 2015 onwards in relation to the case study of political party leadership in Slovakia. The focus here is to demonstrate and capture various standpoints of political party leadership across the Slovak party system in relation to migration crisis management and the occurrence of the most visible topics related to EU migration. These include domains such as national protection, securitization discourse, threats of terrorism and the refugee crisis. The structure of the article reflects the theoretical framework of migration policy and its implications in the Slovak Republic, followed by the contextual analysis of the different positions and resolutions of political leaders to the crisis scenario. We have developed the categorization of the collected data in order to create a division scheme and tabulate the data. The sources of date originate between May and October 2015, and come from nation-wide media reports and resolutions as well as party web pages and leaders´ blogs, personal pages, and press conferences. The selection of sources to capture the party positions covers mainly the official press agencies in Slovakia such as SITA and TASR. We use a combined methodological approach. The The specific formulation of the migration doctrine is dedicated to EU membership:
In pursuing the objectives of migration policy the mutatis mutandis principle and active participation in the European Union's border control shall be applied.
Similarly, this is valid for immigration and asylum, constitutionality and legality, sovereignty, control of migration, human rights and freedoms, flexibility and non-discrimination. 2 The EU membership context of migration policy is visible in the institutional framework and legal bindings for Slovakia, and ushering from the principle of membership and the determination and legislative framework of the European ISSN 2029-0454 VOLUME 9, NUMBER 1 2016
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Union itself. In EU practice, immigration and asylum represent a dynamic agenda together with the demanding and growing need of its harmonization. Since 1999 we have witnessed the political agenda and common policymaking in the area of immigration and asylum, which has its basis in the Common European Asylum System and in further revisions and amendments. 3 The European Union has recently adopted several new strategic documents that determine its politics in this area which are also binding for Slovakia in formulating migration policy and its implementation. Specifically, these documents include Treaty on the European Union, European Pact on Immigration and Asylum, The Stockholm Programme, and the Global Approach to Migration and Mobility. 4 The Slovak commitment to adopt and formulate a migration policy based on the above-mentioned principles and agreements seems to have failed. Alexandra
Malangone, a lawyer and researcher of UNHCR implementing partner in Slovakian NGO Human Rights League points out that there is a major discrepancy between the official policy and political practice in Slovakia regarding the migration crisis.
She argues that according to the most recent Migrant Integration Policy Index (MIPEX 2015)
Slovakia only minimally applies the EU´s basic standards to the integration of foreigners in the country. It also both points to the insufficient monitoring and evaluation of policies that have an impact on the integration of foreigners, and to missing research about immigrants' needs and problems. leaders is best illustrated through followers, i.e. there is no political leadership without those who follow.
Our major assumption is based on the current trends of political leadership in a national perspective. Modern-day governance is usually structured along the lines of leadership roles and elitism from the perspective of presidential studies, leaders of government such as prime ministers and, ultimately, the political party leaders.
The role of political leaders on the party level is best illustrated through the media visibility of the parties and the influence that leaders have over their voters and supporters. Moreover, the political elites represented across the party system usually create and shape the political will of the people and legitimate their authority through the essence of party leadership. That said, party leaders often play the major role of political decision-making and the party affiliation or polarization is best interpreted through the personality of its leader. In other words, party leaders enjoy the most visibility in public media and thus create the complete political image in society as well as to other political parties and movements. As illustrated in the scheme, the political interest of major political parties in Slovakia differs rather significantly. While the opposition political parties tended to
give lesser attention to the migration crisis, the governing party SMER-SD paid the greatest attention together with non-parliamentary actors. With regard to the timeline of the research (May -October 2015) we argue that:
 Surprisingly, the most visible political party is non-parliamentary Slovak National Party (SNS), but owing to the right-wing party agenda and conservative ideology, this may be considered a typical feature regardless of this particular context. In comparison with extreme-right party People´s Party -Our Slovakia (LSNS), the Slovak nationalists are more reactive and visible. SNS is ranked in first place in migration crisis statements while LSNS is the second to last. This fact may be so due to the extreme-right party orientation.

The governing party SMER-SD pays the most attention to migration crisis from all parliamentary political parties.
The liberal platform Freedom and Solidarity (SAS) is also active in the topic which is also controversial at the level of European Parliament.
 The least engaged party is the Ordinary People and Independent
Personalities (OĽANO) with their rate of interest being the lowest. The media attention on the topic is heaviest from the ruling party SMER-SD, 
MAJOR DOMAINS OF MIGRATION CRISIS AND PARTY LEADERSHIP IN SLOVAKIA: A QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS
For the qualitative analysis, we have compiled data from the selected political The table below contains the scores of the content analysis based on the media and party web sites. Below, we detail and list each of the political parties, and interpret the data accordingly.
Smer-SD
The party strongly opposes the quota allocation system from the very European migration framework. The party argues that Slovakia is a reliable partner and capable to integrate several hundreds of refugees despite opposing the quota allocation system. Similarly, they appeal to the need for a strict division between economic migrants and political asylum seekers. The dominant theme is refugees,
followed by security problems of the Schengen and EU integration project itself.
Safety is mentioned specifically relating to the Syria region, separation of economic and political migrants. Terrorism is not mentioned at all.
SNS
The Slovak National Party claims first to oppose and reject the quota system. 
MOST-HÍD
Perhaps the only party that calls for open solidarity with migrants. The party emphasizes that we need to get used to the point that the EU is not only about The migration crisis is inevitably bound up with the rise of extremism, which has also occurred within the Slovak party system. Extremist expressions abound in typically right-wing parties led by the party ĽSNS and SNS. Apart from right-wing parties (including extreme right) the liberal party used the rhetoric typical for antimigrant movements and radical statements, such as: Angela Merkel destroys the migration policy of the EU or that she is the main source of chaos in the EU.
As for the ruling party Smer-SD it is difficult to determine whether the party leaders used extremist measures when dealing with the migration crisis. In this case, we may argue that it is a construct of national populism with spreading the fears of illegal migration in order to enhance the electoral capital for the future voters and possible re-election in the upcoming parliamentary elections. 
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